Wick Cultural Interest Group

Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday 16th March 

Hosted by Stour Space

Attendees:

William Chamberlain - Forman's Smokehouse Gallery/Hackney Wicked CIC

Madeleine Crouch - Boulevard Catering

Darren Ellis - See Studio gallery and magazine

Anna Harding - SPACE

Douglas Thackway - SPACE

Petra Rudloff - LTGDC

Lindsey Scannapieco - Olympic Park Legacy Company

Adriana Marques - ODA

Ian Freshwater, - LB Hackney

Tracie Trimmer - Hackney Wick Festival

Rebecca White - Stour Space

Neil MacDonald - Stour Space

Lewis - muf streetscape + summer project

Jo Hughes - Mother Studios

Cailtin – muf

Arthur Somerset – Forman's Fish Island

Apologies from Esther Everett, Design for London

Petra Rudloff - update 

LTGDC are working with LB Hackney, Tower Hamlets and muf on 5 sites, with 3 artist commissions + temp art projects, over last half year

1 Park to park link - seating opportunities along route by Martina D - wayfinding, linger longer in the area

2 Crown Close - lighting in bridge, tree planting no artist involved

3 Hertford Union Canal from Roach Rd to White Post Lane with British Waterways - towpath and vegetation clean-up, lighting, demolish ramp and replace with DDA compliant gradient up to White Post Lane , Francis ? producing 6 sculptures, starts May

4 Wick Lane underpass with Liz Wright reflective panels in soffit, pavement works under way - prettier and more pleasant

5 6 Temporary art commissions - community engagement focussed film screenings, online archive

Main focus is round the station, with TFL and Network Rail – including overflow station provision for Olympics

Aiming to relocate entrance towards middle of platforms + new entrance with shorter walk to Wallis Road  - part of Wick AAP post-games 

Looking at business case, benefits to whom, next year put together funding strategy to implement - £10m cost. Planning consent for a new foot bridge at Wallis Road - one of earliest access points.

Cultural Industries business centre – will have a close relationship with White Building, to include small businesses, want to see it widely used, don’t want to be limited to one sector. Help businesses start, grow, outgrow and move on. FOH facilities, to take clients, network - a good address. Use vacant yard for it. EOIs shortly to look at operators, use of Olympic sponsor facilities, keen to help things start in vacant yards in the meantime till dev comes through post-Olympics. Striking, contemporary, use Olympic sponsor’s temp structure. 1500m - enough critical mass to make an impact. Met Eleanor and Esther on fortnightly basis. Meanwhile use while dev proposals for the land come forward which should include significant affordable workspace. Range of uses, introduce additional uses to cross-subsidies affordable. Will take 2-3 years before this starts.

Comments:

TT: where did the idea come from? It did not from consultation with local people

PR: from policy work and studies undertaken by LTGDC - Tom Fleming research. 

Stour Space: Schwartz is growing an existing local business, very different from a funding led initiative parachuted in

Stour - fear heavily subsidised projects will knock out existing social enterprise

TT: people aren’t happy, feel have not been consulted

Comments: Can you not divert funds to grow what’s already here? 

These new funded economies will kill what’s here, then when the funded projects end, we will end up with nothing

Hackney Wick Hub:

Petra Rudloff: Research confirms demand

LTGDC own land north and south, looking at development options with a view to hand to a successor organisation

Waterspace strategy with British Waterways - commercial opportunities along canal, to be discussed with OPLC to incorporate in emergent proposals

Ian F - from council’s perspective a  mismatch between supply and demand

Caitlin, muf: drive for housing is very strong.

Vicky and Catherine didn’t attend, she did not have their presentation. Dinner on 30th for c15. Temporary commission artists are working on projects, working with LDA, TH, Hackney, LTGDC Simon Grennan chair

Adriana Marques update on ODA commissions in the area. 

Arts and Culture strategy to put permanent commissions into the park. Planning approval for Monica Bonvincini lighting sculpture - integrated by day with trees, bright at night - wayfinding, security - so people can understand why they thought it’s an important commission.

Entrance markers around park - mark where park started and ended. Aimed for higher profile artists. Semi-mature trees to grow with the site - 

a by boat club - subtle markers once blue fence has gone

b Up Projects - artist-designed engagement with Studio Weave designing Floating Cinema with Pope and Guthrie, including going into park this July. Connecting with artists interested in waterways

c Neville Gabie - with Sam Wilson local curator looking at Carpenters Road ACME artists to build a cultural archive of the site

d Supporting Alice Sharp at ViewTube - Lisa Cheung and Faisal Abdu’Allah part of Create

e Fantastic Factology - Thomas Klassnik - facts to engrave on benches. Deadline Friday

Tracie Trimmer: what makes Hackney Wick vibrant is the people living here - feeling of others jumping in feels bizarre and rude.

A missed opportunity to make a statement for Hackney Wick

AM recognition of what is here, needs more engagement

Q how was shortlist arrived at?

Q why an Italian artist working in Berlin ? Competition, panel of experts, local artists have been in the selection process

A - range of commissions - some local, some young and emerging

Out of 30 artists, 3 from overseas. About commissioning art that will mean something locally.

Q People coming here to see what we are about, what our cultural landscape is.

Q WC - local artist community has not been fully engaged

AH - rise above local artist lobby, Adriana trying for a quality outcome

WC - LOCOG community engagement team Neil Walker is not engaged

Ways to make opportunities more accessible locally - grass roots circulation via orgs 

AM would have come to all meetings but hasn’t been invited - goes both ways

Q - Jo - future commissions???

AM: aim to get Art and Culture strategy adopted by OPLC, Ensure cultural infrastructure for future

Q: local fabrication? Will explore

Anna Harding, SPACE 

Presented The White Building on behalf of SPACE and Design for London

Won tender last summer, SPACE were contracted to develop creative vision and business plan and advise on design process. We are due to take on managing the building once converted.

Design for London ran an architect selection panel with representation from Hackney, Tower Hamlets and muf etc which selected David Kohn architects and Michael Pawlyn energy consultants to design the fit-out, including artist commissions - blip sign, building furniture etc.

Planning permission granted last week for change of use and fit-out work to create a café, event space and creative workspace

Funding for fit-out and rent which was the original premise was stuck at the CSR in autumn and still being negotiated with treasury and OPLC

Q go back to Pearl and Coutts - can they pay for fit-out?

Architects total fee under £20k, total fit out c£150 - high quality flagship project

Will Wicked get a look-in? 

A Obvious venue for the festival

Tracie: is running the £10,000 Big Lottery consultation

First meeting to be at St Mary of Eton Church

It covers all of Wick Ward down to Well Street

Consultation opportunities will take place April - Sept

William C: 3rd Wick Creative Industries Forum needs to be scheduled, Lance Forman is happy to host

Ian F: Tower Hamlets keen on a consultation event using existing forums April-May; suggests pulling together a broader meeting - look at Mayor’s consultation - legacy company expanded powers into HWFI - someone from GLA.

Ian: 

DCMS regulations on advertising and trading for 2012 – consultation document just released. Aims to limit ambush marketing, protect sponsors, protect places through which spectators will walk, trading in open public place, land where public have access to it for some type of trading. ODA may provide financial assistance to those affected

How to respond as a community. An arts-led development trust. Broad partnership. Andrew Boff - community council for Wick

AH suggests as a group wise to decide which battles to fight, mentions that SPACE took legal advice on a Community Development Trust framework which could be beneficial to Wick Fish Island 

We could present developers with a template

Boulevard Project - scip mylo - fringe festival - seems like reinventing the wheel

Hackney Wick Carnival - 200 bands signed up

Eastway Baths H wick community assn had financial difficulty raising revenues to keep it going, and management financial issues. Closed 24th Dec. Property services looking at options and long-term viability of site. Called in to explain to councillors their process. Gone back to drawing board, inviting EOIs. Want buildings off the books rather than sustainable view. How it links with lottery etc. Rel to OPLC as within Mayor’s dev. area. As much community use as possible. Who will pay the £100k a year to run it?

AOB: Cineroleumn Project is running with the Barbican

