Hackney Wick Cultural Interest Group

Minutes of the meeting held Friday 10th February 2012
Held at: Forman’s Smokehouse Gallery, Formans Fish Island.

“Helping to establish a permanent, sustainable, creative community in Hackney Wick.'

Core members in attendance:

(WC) William Chamberlain - (Chair)

(DE) Daren Ellis – See Studios
(TT) Tracie Trimmer – Wick Festival
(DT) Douglas Thackaway – Space Studios

(JM) Jay Miller – The Yard Theatre

Co-optees:

(CE) Caitlin Elster – MuF architecture
(LF) Liza Fior – MuF architecture
(AN) Abbas Nokhasteh - Openvizor
(MC) Madeleine Crouch – Skipmylo
(LF) Lance Forman – Formans

Ravi – Spaced Up

Agencies and authorities:

(EE) Esther Everett - OPLC
(SW) Simone Williams - LBTH
(IF) Ian Freshwater – LB Hackney
i) Tracie welcomed everyone and took introductions.
ii) Previous actions addressed:

a) WC met with Steve Oakes, LTGDC. They have received games-time proposal for use of their space around the station but not otherwise. WC and DE are working on an interim proposal.

b) MUF and Daren have met re the Wick Newspaper and promotion of ‘Made-in’.

c) CREATE have presented to the wider CIG group.

d) IF to chase whereabouts of community noticeboard previously outside Hackney Pearl.
e) SW to forward consultation link to WC for dissemination to CIG. Opportunity for face to face discussion at Bow IDEAs Store (date TBC)
f) Planning and Design sub-committee to be established, alongside Esther, incorporating members: Daren Ellis, Gavin Turk, Tom Seaton. Initial meeting to focus on Stock Woolstencroft plans.
iii) Outstanding Actions:
a) ACTION – Re Canalside lighting: joint work needed with associated landowners to get permissions for lighting at top of Third Party walls.

i) IF to lobby LOCOG and JLARS for temporary support.

ii) WC to broach subject with Stuart Schwartz and discuss further with MB; LML to identify original Wicked lighting artist.
iii) CIG members to draft joint letter to Bow East Cllrs?

b) ACTION – Terms of Reference, a list of core aims or a CIG Constitution will be drafted and disseminated for comment at a future meeting – to be reviewed April 2012
c) ACTION – LH to supply further information as to activities, studio possibilities and details of any open day. lherbert@londoncoaching.org 
d) ACTION - Jim Previtt to be invited to discuss White Building
e) ACTION – MuF to present Made in Directory to future CIG meeting
iv) Formans Fish Island plans:

During the Games, Formans will deliver a sit-in restaurant for around 400 people offering hospitality for corporate and private clients. A Muhammed Ali exhibition will be hosted with primarily photography and memorabilia – this will tie-in to an outreach programme to local boxing clubs. 

On the open site next door, they received outline planning permission for a giant outside living room venue. Frustratingly, after previous consultation with LOCOG where they expressed their happiness with the proposal, they have subsequently stated that Formans can’t undertake the project as it contradicts their ‘clean-venue’ policies i.e all venues cannot show any advertising at all. They are claiming that an ariel view of the stadium would highlight advertising, 2012 sponsor or not.

Appeals to the IOC directly have been to no avail so what will happen? Unsure but dialogue is underway with host countries – if all else fails it could be a car park… or a Brazilian beach, in conjunction with Brasiliality – hosting sun-seekers yachts? 

TT – what will happen to the space afterwards?

LF – Dependent on funding and what happens in 2012 ! Want to bring awareness of Fish Island, remain creative. Longer term – retain the fantastic arts community asset. We don’t want dispersal – supporting the arts community brings wider benefit. No Tech City can just turn up – if you develop the existing offer, people will want to be in and work in this environment. Supporting your community brings great benefit

WC – I will stay close to plans and collaborate with LF, as a group.

LF – Our view is that, after the Games, this will become a recognisable tourist destination. Yes, you have the commercial and dull offer of Westfield but here we can open it out, have an offer to tourists – we see great value in that.

IF – please note that the Host Boroughs are starting to make connections to Rio Carnival groups, linking to 2016.

AN – Keith Khan Associates, are working on this.

ACTION – IF to relate further details of the 21st July Torch Relay ASAV.

v) Skipmylo update:
Boulevard / Skipmylo recently won the tender bid for use of the Marshes during the Games, 27th July – 12th August 2012. The plan is for a mixed community offering. This would include a theatre, a food village – curated by local businesses, including the Comedy Café whom we worked with last year, a 500 seat theatre and 6x100 seat ‘pods’ – international and local. In talks with LOCOG now around a ‘Hackney live-site’. 

A Global Games ‘fan-zone’ will offer people the opportunity to try a sports offer for £5 or £7.50 and will work with local schools and athletes. A 5000 people music stage will host smaller bands whilst they are also in dialogue with international houses.
Transport is a major consideration but a corporate hospitality village will help to fund the offer. Skipmylo would love to host an art offer – in corporate areas or beyond – please contact us if you’d like to get involved !
The legacy proposal would be to put this on annually post Games – like Edinburgh, we would like to host a festival celebrating winners at Edinburgh.

vi) Ravi – Spaced Up:
Victoria Wharf tenants have been evicted and are having issues with deposits. 

There are development plans for this space but it is an issue throughout Fish Island. Tenure of contracts!

ACTION – WC and DE to look at showcasing enlightened landowners and landlords in the next newspaper. Value can come from increasing use, not just sale! Summer 2012 publication.

SW – Victoria Wharf may relate to CPO for installation of new legacy bridge… by the ODA? Not sure of delivery date; can’t be a priority.

ACTION – OPLC / IF / SW to supply dates for certain HWFI interventions and infrastructure via a mapping exercise, for April meeting. Needs to be jointly pulled together.

vii) a LBTH Fish Island AAP update:

Consultation until the 9th March. Urge overview and input – main focus on legality and soundness of document. WC previously circulated link:

http://towerhamlets-consult.objective.co.uk/portal/planning/fi_aap?

LF – praise for radical approach to workspace and protection of industries. Please read !

IF – do read workspace Annex.

SW – the MDC does have plan making powers come November 2012 but we think there is strong justification for them to take on the work and consultation and feedback to date. Also, we are working in partnership – OPLC are here around the table!
b LBH Local Development Framework update: 
Hackney Local Development Framework (LDF)
Notification of Publication of the Hackney Wick Area Action Plan (Pre-Submission Document) under the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 and 2008 (as amended) - Publication of Development Plan Documents (Regulation 27)
 
Public consultation on the draft Phase 1 Hackney Wick Area Action Plan (AAP) was undertaken by the Council in between December 2009 and February 2010.  You have been sent this email as you have been identified as a relevant Hackney Wick Stakeholder or previously provided comments / participated in the public consultation of the draft document, or you indicated that you would like to be kept informed of the document’s progress.   
 
The London Borough of Hackney is now publishing the Hackney Wick Area Action Plan (Pre-Submission Document) for consultation over a six week period between Monday 30th January and Monday 12th March 2012, 4pm. Representations are invited on the legal compliance and soundness of the AAP.
 
Copies of the Hackney Wick Area Action Plan (Pre-Submission Document), and the related supporting submission documents are available for inspection from 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Friday at:
 
Children’s Centre at Gainsborough, Berkshire Road, E9 5ND
Hackney Service Centre, 1 Hillman Street, Hackney Central E8 1DY
Hackney Town Hall Reception, Mare Street, E8 1EA
CLR James Library, 24-30 Dalston Lane, Dalston, E8 3AZ
Clapton Library, Northwold Road, E5 8RA
Hackney Central Library, Hackney Technology and Learning Centre,1 Reading Lane, E8 1GQ
Homerton Library, Homerton High Street, E9 6AS
Shoreditch Library, 80 Hoxton Street, N1 6LP
Stamford Hill Library, Portland Avenue, N16 6SB
Stoke Newington Library, Stoke Newington Church Street, N16 0JS
Woodberry Down Community Library, reception area of the Redmond Community Centre, Kayani Drive, Woodberry Down, N4 2HF
 
You can also view and download the documents from the Hackney Wick webpage on the Council’s web site: http://www.hackney.gov.uk/hackney-wick-aap.htm. If you have any difficulties, please call us on the number listed below and we can post you a copy of the AAP and the Representation Form and Guidance Note. 
 
If you wish to make a representation, this can be done by completing the Representation Form. Representations should only be made on the grounds of soundness or legal compliance. There are more details in the Guidance Note which accompanies the Representation Form.  You can submit your comments:
 
· By internet or email: by completing the on-line Representation Form, or by using the Council’s email address ldf@hackney.gov.uk (subject line ‘Hackney Wick AAP Rep’). 
· In writing: you can pick up a copy of the Representation Form at any of the above locations or print one from our website. Please send your written comments to this freepost address: Freepost RSLH-ARTC-GXRA, Spatial Planning, 2 Hillman Street, E8 1FB.
 
Representations will be accepted until 4pm on Monday the 12th March 2012. 
 
Please note that any representations received after this deadline cannot be considered and your representation cannot be treated as confidential.  All representations received will be submitted to the Inspector appointed to examine the Hackney Wick Area Action Plan.  Please include your contact details on your Representation Form if you wish to be notified of any of the future stages of the AAP’s examination. 
 
If you have any further questions please contact the Spatial Planning Team at ldf@hackney.gov.uk (please write ‘Hackney Wick AAP’ in subject line), telephone 020 356 7743.
viii) Parking and Towpath access

There will be some parking restrictions in the area, possibly via a CPZ. Western towpath access may also be restricted.

SW reported:  LBTH intend to introduce an experimental controlled parking zone in April that will control parking Monday to Saturday 8.30-17.30. This will mean residents and buisinesses will have to obtain permits in order to park in controllled times. During the Olympics this will be increased to 8.30-21.00 7 days a week. Communications regarding this are being prepared now. As it's an experimental scheme it can last for a maximum of 18 months and LBTH intend to reconsult later in the year to see if a permanent scheme is required.ACTION – IF to confirm dates of LOCOG and TFL Wick based workshops.
ix) OPLC update

Margaret Ford is leaving as chair of OPLC whilst the decision has been taken to confirm the establishment of the London Legacy Development Corporation (LLDC) , was MDC. 1st April for new organisation and November for planning.

Margaret Ford will be interim chair until after the Games when a new chair will be appointed, presumably in Autumn.

Retention and continuity of staff from OPLC will be going ahead.

EE also outlined the 14th February deadline for applications towards financial contribution from OPLC towards creative practice. x4 grants of £1k – 5k and x4 grants of £5k - £10k.

IF – LTGDC have approved outline planning permission for the Hackney Wick station; now is the opportunity to input into reserved matters

WC – Planning and Development group should be at the LTGDC development event to be held at Formans – 21st March
ACTION – WC and planning sub-group colleagues to attend 21st March morning LTGDC session.

x) Wick Festival and Wick Award:

Are in the process of apply for further grant for more in-depth consultation

Develop the café within Wick community centre so people can directly engage in consultation process, as well as the festival to have a base to work from

September festival as a launch for the access to the £1million.

IF - How do you start to sort ideas? Who decides criteria?

TT – There will be a wider committee and lottery oversight.

IF – Don’t forget that the money is for Wick Ward and one third of the Ward is in the park…

AOB:

NYT and Guardian article on the Wick recently published. As more and more of these requests come forward in 2012, how will the CIG represent the community and the area? April and May.

WC – Meeting with OPLC to come  - Rosie Holcroft – can request support towards stand-alone webpage.

ACTION – DE as a conduit for media requests in 2012.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – FRIDAY 9TH MARCH – AT WICK COMMUNITY CENTRE, EASTWAY (TBC)

